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THE AMERICAN LANGUAGE PROGRAM OF
COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Columbia University, one of the prestigious lvy
League schools, has both a grac?un!c and an
undergraduate divison. Within the undergraduate
division, there are two schools; Columbia College
and the School of General Studies. Columbia
College accepts students 20 or younger, most
of whom have gone on to college directly from
high school. General Studies serves the needs
of applicants 21 years or older.

The American Language Program, which is a
division of the School of General Studies, offers
both intensive and part-time Ehglish courses for
?eakers of other languages. It is open to all stu-

ents who are at least seventeen years old. There
are ten levels in the program. Level 10 is Fresh-
man Composition and parallels college writing
courses offered for native speakers of English; it
is the only ALP course that bears credit. (Please
note that Level 10 courses follow a calendar diffe-
rent from that of the other ALP courses.) Stu-
dents who place into the upper levels are permit-
ted to take Columbia University courses either on
a credit or non-credit basis along with their ALP
course. Placement tests are given during the week
before classes begin.

Students who study at the ALP can be divided
broadly into two groups: those who intend to
attend undergraduate or graduate school either at
Columbia or some other university in the United
States and those who simply want to improve
their English skills for reasons of personal or pro-
fessional development. Applicants to Columbia
graduate schools are required to take the ALP
placement test even if they have scored satisfac-
torily on other tests for non-English speakers,
such as uhe TOEFL test. Some schools, such as
General Studies, require students to be accepred
to Level 10 before being admitted to a degree

rogram. Because Columbia University has set a
Eigh standard for writing skills, and because part
of the ALP’s mission is to prepare students for
Level 10 Freshman Composition. it has been said
that the level of English proficiency of ALP stu-
dents in Levels 7 and above is perhaps higher
than that of students in other English courses in
other universities. The requirements for promot-
ing students to the next level are attendance and
participation, progress in class in grammar, fluen-
cy and listening, and for Levels 6 and above, pro-
ficiency in writing.

The ALP offers 12-week sessions during the
academic year in the spring and fall semesters.
Between the fall and spring terms, there is a four-
week Winter Institute. In the Summer Institute,
there are three four-week sessions.

Students in the ALP come from all over the
world, allowing for interesting cultural exchanges
in the classroom. Recently more Asian students
have been studying at the ALP. In the Fall 1990,
there were 123 students from Japan out of a total
of 499 full and parttime students.

In addition to studying English in class, stu-
dents have opportunities to speak English to
Americans off campus. Since Columbia is located
in the middle of the New York metropolitan
area, students can easily enjoy the theater,
museums, Central Park, jazz clubs and other
places of interest. ALP instructors take advantage
of these wonderful outside-the-classroom re-
sources for field trips. Columbia University also
offers. free lectures, films, an excellent physical
fitness center, and superb libraries. Columbia
professors are often invited as guest speakers for
the American Civilization series of lectures
offered to ALP students. I hope that you will en-
joy your studies at the ALP as much as you will
enjoy New York’s and Columbia’s rich cultural
offerings.
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